     


  PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP


     

  REGULAR MEETING

                             October 10, 2011
Plymouth Township Council held its Regular Meeting at the Plymouth Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:


  Council:   
Vince Gillen -------------- Chairman

         
Maria Weidinger ----------- Vice-Chairman 
            Dean Eisenberger

            Mary Lou Readinger

            Sheldon Simpson 

Staff:      
Karen Weiss ----------------- Manager

               Michael Clarke -------------- Solicitor

               Michele Mintz --------------- Solicitor’s Office

               Beth Abramovitz ------------- T & M Associates

               Tim Creelman ---------------- Finance Director

               Joe Lawrence ---------------- Chief of Police


Pledge of Allegiance – The Workshop Meeting was called to order by Mr. Gillen at 7:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  Public Comment
  Mr. Gillen asked if there was any public comment pertaining to any of   the items advertised on the agenda and there was none.
ANNOUNCEMENT - Executive Session held October 3, 2011
               Executive Session held October 10, 2011 

Mr. Gillen announced that Executive Sessions were held on October 3rd and October 10th, 2011 in order to discuss litigation and personnel matters.  
APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Gillen called for the approval of the minutes.
     a. Workshop Meeting                      September 6, 2011 
     b. Special Meeting                       September 12, 2011
     c. Regular Meeting                       September 12, 2011
  Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the minutes without the         necessity of reading. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a      roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr.            Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms.            Weidinger in favor. 
  APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND BILLS: Chairman Gillen         called for the approval of the departmental reports and bills.
  Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the departmental reports and       bills and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken    and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms.        Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
                        

    ADMINISTRATION 
a.Budget Meetings – Ms. Weiss announced the 2012 Budget Meeting Schedule as follows:
  1)  October 24th
  2)  November 17th
  3)  November 21st
All meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Engineering Conference Room. 

b.Pension Funds
1) State Aid – Mr. Simpson reported that the Township receives an allocation from the State to help fund the Township Pension Plans. The allocation for 2011 is in the amount of $945,796.78. The Township actuary has recommended that the funds be allocated as follows: 1) Police Pension Plan – $492,485.90 and 2) Non-Uniformed Pension Plan - $453,310.88. Mr. Simpson made a motion to accept the recommendation of the actuary and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
2) Minimum Municipal Obligation – Mr. Simpson reported that this item pertains to the amount that the Township must budget to contribute to the employee pension plans for 2012. The Township actuary has determined the following amounts: 1) Police Pension Fund – $1,437,447 and 2) Non-Uniformed Employees – $594,080  for a total of $2,031,527. The State Aid estimate for 2012 is in the amount of $511,105. Mr. Simpson made a motion to budget the above amounts and the motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.
c.Police Pension Contribution Resolution – Mr. Simpson reported that the Township Actuary has determined that the Plymouth Township Police Officers must contribute, 3% of their salaries to the Police Pension Fund for 2012, per their contract. Mr. Simpson read the resolution and made a motion for approval. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  

d.DVHIT Ordinance – Mr. Clarke read the ordinance authorizing the participation of Plymouth Township in the Delaware Valley Health Insurance Trust pursuant to the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental Cooperation Law. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the ordinance and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
           
 POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY
a.Drug Take-Back October 29th – 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Mr. Gillen announced that the Plymouth Township Police Department in conjunction with the DEA is hosting an unused and expired prescription medicine take-back program on October 29th from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in an effort to promote safety and environmental issues.  
                 
                     PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER

a.BCA Metering – Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the proposal received from BCM Engineering to complete additional metering in the Conshohocken sewer collection system to identify I & I at a cost not to exceed $21,080. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson. 

Rick Schickling, 111 Boulder Road and Tom Cahill, 603 Apache Lane had questions pertaining to the metering which were explained by Mr. Clarke. 

A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  

                        ENGINEERING
a.Launfall Road Drainage Proposal – Mr. Gillen explained that this item pertains to an ongoing severe drainage issue along Launfall Road and Arthur’s Court. The Township is in receipt of a proposal from T & M Associates to complete an analysis of the drainage area and identify a means of relief at a cost not to exceed $24,430. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the proposal and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.   
             SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
                 SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a.S.D. 08-3 Iannuzzi/2750 Narcissa Road
   1. Expiration date October 31, 2011 – ACTION – Mr. Clarke read the resolution approving the final subdivision plan prepared for Gerald J and Gloria T Iannuzzi by Eustace Engineering, subdivision application number 08-3, located at 2750 Narcissa Road for a future single family lot in accordance with said plan and under and subject to the conditions read. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
b.L.D. 11-1 L & S Demo/Brook Road

   1. Expiration date October 11, 2011 – ACTION – Mr. Clarke read the resolution approving the final land development plan prepared for L & S Demolition Recycling, Co., Inc. for a building addition to store shredding equipment, on Brook Road, in accordance with said plans and under and subject to the conditions read. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
c. L.D. 11-2 Vist Bank
   1. Extension granted to November 30, 2011 - ACTION – Ms. Readinger stated that the Township is in receipt of correspondence from Vist Bank granting the Township an extension until November 30, 2011. Ms. Readinger made a motion to accept  the extension and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
d. S.D. 11-1 WRD Holdings, L.P./1000 Conshohocken Road 
   1. Expiration date December 12, 2011 - 

e. Escrow Release – ACTION 
   1. H & R Landscape Guaranty – Mr. Clarke read the resolution for the final release of the landscape guaranty escrow for H & R Landscape in the amount of $859 subject to the conditions read. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
   2. Brierdale Builders – Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the escrow release for Brierdale Builders in the amount of $20,610 for items completed in accordance with said plans. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  

f. Homewood Suites Extension requested to June 1, 2012 – ACTION – Ms. Readinger made a motion to grant the extension request for Homewood Suites. The motion was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger; a  roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
                 

             CODE ENFORCEMENT/HEALTH
a.Annual Rental License Fee Resolution – Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the resolution raising the fee from $25.00 to $35.00 and providing a $10.00 late fee if it is not paid by January 30th. The motion was seconded by Ms. Weidinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.     
b.No Parking Ordinance – First Consideration – Mr. Clarke read the ordinance prohibiting the parking of vehicles on grass and front yards in residential districts. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the ordinance and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger

Tammy Harrison, 111 Meetinghouse Lane, Tish DeTuro, 1905 Little Avenue and Mike Van Buren, 345 Oxford Road asked questions regarding the ordinance which were explained. Council discussed and agreed to remove the front yard references from the ordinance. Mr. Gillen made a motion to table action on the ordinance and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.     
________________________________________________________                  
                          ZONING 
                                 
                    PARKS AND RECREATION  
a.GPCC Pass Fees – Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the pass fee rates for 2012 as proposed by staff which include the elimination of the three month pass and decreasing the fees for  one month passes. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
b.Facilities Rental Fees – Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the rental fee rates for 2012 as proposed by staff which include an increase in room rentals. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
c.UV for Spa – Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the installation of a UV system for the spa at a cost of $12,000 from Deep Run Aquatics which will be funded from the Community Center Capital Plan. The Township will save $10,000 by not re-bidding this item in the future. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Ms. Readinger was opposed.
Ms. Readinger stated that she is opposed to this expenditure due to the number of Plymouth Township residents that use the facility. Mr. Gillen stated that the funding is from the Community Center Capital Fund which is used for improvements such as this.  
                     

                  PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT


                  MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS
a.Growing Greener II Support Resolution  – Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the resolution that will be sent to the State legislators explaining that Plymouth Township is in favor of the funding for the Growing Greener II Program. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
___________________________________________________________
                     AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Debbie Burpee, 234 Cardinal Drive stated that she is opposed to the construction of an apartment complex on Plymouth Road.
Tammy Harrison, 111 Meetinghouse Lane stated that she is also opposed to the apartments and she has concerns about the traffic at the intersection of Germantown and Butler Pikes.

Tom Cahill, 603 Apache Lane asked when the above apartment proposal was going before the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Clarke explained that there was a text amendment, and therefore no Zoning Hearing Board relief was necessary.

Rick Schickling, 111 Boulder Road stated that there is already traffic congestion at the intersection of Germantown Pike and Butler Pike. He asked what is the advantage of adding 500 more units at this site.

Ron Plant, 11 Blue Ridge Road stated that motorists are using his neighborhood as a traffic cut-through and it is a safety issue. Ms. Readinger asked that this item be put on the agenda for the Workshop Meeting next month. 

Joe Gale, 628 Launfall Road stated that he is opposed to any type of development at the intersection of Butler Pike and Plymouth Road.

Tish DeTuro, 1905 Little Avenue asked a guestion pertaining to the Growing Greener II Program which was explained. 


                       ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Regular Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Jamison 

Recording Secretary     


